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The article is devoted to a comprehensive anal-
ysis of post-war reconstruction of states in contem-
porary international law, with a particular focus
on the role of international organizations and the
specific features of the implementation of relevant
international legal mechanisms using Ukraine as a
case study. It is substantiated that post-war recon-
struction has moved beyond the framework of tra-
ditional humanitarian response and has acquired a
systemic character, combining security, institution-
al, socio-economic, and human rights components.

The article examines the international legal
foundations of participation of universal, regional,
financial, specialized, and humanitarian interna-
tional organizations in post-conflict reconstruction
processes. The mandates and practical activities of
the United Nations, international financial institu-
tions, the European Union, the Council of Europe,
as well as specialized and humanitarian institu-
tions are analyzed in the context of the formation
of comprehensive models of post-war recovery. It is
demonstrated that the involvement of these actors is
based on the provisions of their constituent instru-
ments, specific mandates, decisions of international
bodies, and treaty-based mechanisms of cooperation
with states affected by armed conflicts.

Special attention s paid to the evolution of
international legal approaches to post-war recon-
struction—from predominantly humanitarian as-
sistance to integrated models encompassing the
restoration of state institutions, the strengthening
of the rule of law, economic stabilization, and the
protection of human rights. Based on an analysis
of international practice, problematic aspects of the
barticihation of international organizations are

wdentified, mcluding the fragmentation of man-
dates, the complexity of coordination among vari-
ous international actors, and the need to ensure a
balance between international assistance and re-
spect for the principle of state sovereignty.

A separate section is dedicated to the examina-
tion of the specific features of international organi-
zations’ involvement in the post-war reconstruction
of Ukraine. It is shown that the Ukrainian experi-
ence 1s characterized by a combination of immediate
humanitarian response measures with long-term
programs of legal, institutional, and socio-econom-
ic transformation, particularly in the context of
European integration. The article concludes that
the Ukrainian case demonstrates the emergence of
a new model of post-war reconstruction, which re-
quires the further development of coordinated inter-
national legal standards and effective mechanisms
for their implementation within national legal sys-
lems.

Keywords: post-war reconstruction, interna-
tional organizations, international law, post-con-
flict recovery, United Nations, European Union,
Ukraine.

Problem statement

Modern armed conflicts cause large-scale
humanitarian, socio-economic and institution-
al consequences, the overcoming of which re-
quires comprehensive post-war reconstruction
with the involvement of international organ-
1sations. However, modern international law
lacks a single coordinated mechanism for such
participation. The current practice is charac-
terised by the fragmentation of the mandates
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of international organisations, the varying legal
bases for their activities and the complexity of
coordination between universal, regional and
specialised institutions, which creates risks of
duplication of powers, reduced effectiveness
of assistance and a violation of the balance be-
tween international intervention and respect
for state sovereignty. In these circumstances, it
is particularly important to scientifically exam-
ine the international legal foundations of post-
war reconstruction of states, determine the role
of international organisations in this process,
and develop coordinated legal approaches to
the implementation of such mechanisms, tak-
ing into account current practice and Ukraine’s
experience.

AHaAi3 ocTaHHIX AOCAIZKEHD
i my6aikamii

Recent studies and publications on the issue
of international legal mechanisms for post-war
reconstruction of states and the role of interna-
tional organisations in these processes are pre-
sented in the works of such scholars as T. Korot-
kyi, M. Gnativskyi, V. Novikov, A. Korynevych,
O. Butkevych, K. I. Antoniuk, D. A. Antoniuk
and others. These works reveal the theoretical
aspects of the participation of universal and re-
gional international organizations in post-con-
flict reconstruction, examine the international
legal basis for the activities of the United Na-
tions, the European Union and the Council of
Europe, and analyze the mandates of interna-
tional financial institutions in the processes of
rebuilding the economies of states affected by
armed conflicts.

Purpose and objectives of the study

The purpose of the study is to conduct a
comprehensive analysis of international legal
mechanisms for post-war reconstruction of
states, determining the role of international or-
ganisations in shaping and implementing rel-
evant processes at the universal and regional
levels, as well as taking into account the practice
of Ukraine. To achieve this goal, the study aims
to clarify the international legal basis for post-
war reconstruction, analyse the mandates and
functions of major international organisations
in the post-conflict period, identifying the evo-
lution of approaches to post-war reconstruction
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from humanitarian response to comprehensive
development models, identifying problematic
aspects of international aid coordination and
compliance with the principle of state sover-
eignty, and summarising the characteristics and
prospects for the application of international
legal mechanisms for post-war reconstruction
in the context of Ukraine’s reconstruction.

Presentation of the main material

International organisations play a key role
in the post-war reconstruction of states, provid-
ing institutional, financial and regulatory sup-
port to post-conflict societies. Their involve-
ment is dictated by the scale of destruction, lim-
ited national resources and the need to coordi-
nate the efforts of the international community
to overcome the long-term consequences of
armed conflicts.

The participation of international organ-
isations is based on the provisions of their
founding documents, special mandates, and
established practices of international coopera-
tion that have developed in response to the hu-
manitarian, economic, and institutional chal-
lenges of the post-conflict period. At the same
time, such participation requires a clear inter-
national legal basis, as post-war reconstruction
is directly linked to issues of state sovereignty,
the responsibility of international actors and
compliance with international human rights
standards.

The United Nations is the central universal
international organisation that shapes common
approaches to post-war reconstruction of states
and coordinates the efforts of the international
community in the post-conflict period. This
role of the UN is due not only to the universal
nature of its membership, but also to its wide
range of powers covering the security, humani-
tarian, socio-economic and legal dimensions of
recovery. This, in turn, allows for a compre-
hensive response to the consequences of armed
conflicts and combines short-term stabilisation
measures with long-term development strate-
gies.

This complexity has a clear regulatory basis.
The normative basis for the implementation of
the UN’s powers in the field of post-war recon-
struction is the Charter of the United Nations,
which enshrines the goals of maintaining inter-
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national peace and security, developing friendly
relations between states, and promoting inter-
national cooperation in solving economic, so-
cial, and humanitarian problems [1]. Although
the Charter does not explicitly use the term
‘post-war reconstruction,’ its provisions create
a legal basis for the UN’s involvement in over-
coming the consequences of armed conflicts,
stabilising post-conflict states, and supporting
their long-term development processes. It is on
this basis that the practice of broad interpreta-
tion of the Organisation’s mandates has devel-
oped, allowing for the combination of security
and recovery functions [2].

The practical implementation of these stat-
utory tasks is carried out through a ramified
system of UN bodies, programmes and special-
ised agencies, whose activities are complemen-
tary in nature. For example, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) focuses on
rebuilding public administration institutions,
supporting reforms and strengthening the
rule of law as prerequisites for sustainable de-
velopment. An example of such activities is the
UNDP’s participation in the restoration of local
self-government and administrative capacities
in Bosnia and Herzegovina after the Dayton
Accords, as well as the implementation of insti-
tutional stabilisation programmes in Iraq and
Afghanistan in the post-conflict period [3].

At the same time, the humanitarian and hu-
man rights dimensions of post-conflict recon-
struction are ensured by the activities of other
UN bodies. The Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees plays a key
role in ensuring international legal protection
for persons displaced by armed conflict, as well
as in creating conditions for their voluntary re-
turn, local integration or resettlement. In par-
ticular, UNHCR implemented large-scale refu-
gee repatriation programmes in Rwanda after
the 1994 genocide and facilitated the return of
internally displaced persons in South Sudan.
UNICEF, in turn, implements programmes
aimed at restoring children’s access to educa-
tion, health care and social protection systems,
as was clearly demonstrated by its activities in
Sierra Leone and Liberia after the end of the
civil wars.

The coordination of the activities of these
structures and the definition of the general

framework for international presence in post-
conflict states is largely ensured through deci-
sions of the UN Security Council. In its resolu-
tions, the Security Council establishes the man-
dates of peacekeeping and political missions,
determines the conditions for international
participation, and establishes mechanisms for
interaction between various UN bodies and
member states. Examples include the UN mis-
sions in Kosovo (UNMIK) and East Timor
(UNTAET), whose mandates combined secu-
rity functions with temporary administration
of territories, restoration of law and order, and
formation of the foundations of statehood. At
the same time, the security component of such
decisions is increasingly combined with the
tasks of restoring state institutions, the judicial
system and socio-economic stability [4].

To ensure logical continuity of the argu-
ment, it is worth emphasising that the universal
regulatory and coordinating role of the UN in
the field of post-war reconstruction objective-
ly needs to be supplemented by financial and
economic mechanisms for the implementation
of relevant standards and programmes. It is
at this stage that the activities of international
financial organisations, which provide the ma-
terial basis for the practical implementation of
the goals and principles formulated within the
UN system, become crucial.

International financial organisations play a
leading role in providing financial support for
post-war reconstruction, as they have the tools
to mobilise the significant financial resources
needed to rebuild destroyed infrastructure and
stabilise national economies in the post-conflict
period. Key players in this area include, in par-
ticular, the International Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development and the International
Monetary Fund, whose activities have a sig-
nificant impact on the formation of economic
policy in countries affected by armed conflict.

The international legal basis for the partici-
pation of international financial organisations
in post-war reconstruction is their founding
acts, which provide for the promotion of eco-
nomic stabilisation, restoration of productive
capacity, development of infrastructure and
integration of states into the global economic
system. In this context, financial assistance is
seen not only as a tool for short-term stabili-
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sation, but also as part of a long-term strategy
for the economic development of post-conflict
countries.

These tasks are implemented through the
provision of loans, grants and technical assis-
tance, as well as through advisory support in
the areas of macroeconomic policy, budget
management and structural reforms. In in-
ternational law, such activities are formalised
through the conclusion of relevant agreements
between recipient countries and international
financial institutions, which gives rise to mutual
rights and obligations of the parties and deter-
mines the conditions for the use of financial re-
sources.

At the same time, the practice of interna-
tional financial organisations in post-conflict
countries reveals a number of problematic as-
pects. In particular, the conditions for provid-
ing financial assistance are often linked to re-
quirements for large-scale economic reforms,
which can have significant social consequences
for the population. This raises the issue of en-
suring a balance between the economic feasibil-
ity of such measures and the need to comply
with international standards of social protec-
tion and human rights in the process of post-
war reconstruction [5].

The practice of regional international or-
ganisations in the field of post-war reconstruc-
tion is confirmed by specific examples of their
participation in the stabilisation and recon-
struction of post-conflict states. Such examples
testify to the gradual formation of regional
models of reconstruction that combine finan-
cial, institutional and legal instruments of inter-
national influence.

In this context, the activities of the Europe-
an Union, which played a key role in the post-
war reconstruction of the Western Balkan states
after the armed conflicts of the 1990s, are par-
ticularly noteworthy. Based on the decisions of
EU institutions, a stabilisation and association
process was introduced, which provided for fi-
nancial assistance combined with legally bind-
ing requirements for democratic reforms, res-
toration of the rule of law and harmonisation
of national legislation with European Union
law [6]. The implementation of this approach
in practice, particularly in Bosnia and Herze-
govina and Kosovo, included financing the res-
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toration of transport and social infrastructure,
as well as civil missions to support the reform
of the justice system and public administration.

Complementing the financial and institu-
tional dimension of reconstruction, the Council
of Europe focused its activities on the legal as-
pects of post-conflict stabilisation. After the end
of the armed conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na and the country’s accession to the Council of
Europe, the organisation contributed to the re-
form of the constitutional system, the judiciary
and the alignment of national legislation with
the standards of the European Convention
on Human Rights [7]. Similar legal recovery
mechanisms were applied to the states of the
South Caucasus, where the Council of Europe
implemented programmes aimed at restoring
judicial institutions and ensuring the protec-
tion of the rights of persons affected by armed
conflicts [8].

Another model of regional response to the
consequences of armed conflicts is demonstrat-
ed by the activities of the African Union, whose
participation in post-war reconstruction com-
bines security and institutional components. In
Liberia and Sierra Leone, the African Union,
in cooperation with the United Nations, sup-
ported transitional authorities, promoted secu-
rity sector reform and restored basic govern-
ment functions. In Somalia, the Union’s activi-
ties were carried out by combining military sta-
bilisation with the gradual restoration of state
institutions and the rule of law, which was con-
solidated by the relevant decisions of its bodies
on the mandates of missions and post-conflict
support programmes [9].

A summary of the above examples leads to
the conclusion that the activities of regional in-
ternational organisations in the field of post-war
reconstruction are not declarative but practical
in nature and are implemented through spe-
cific decisions, programmes and institutional
mechanisms [10]. This confirms their impor-
tant role in shaping regional models of post-
war reconstruction, which organically comple-
ment universal international legal approaches.

A separate group of post-war reconstruc-
tion actors are specialised and humanitarian
international organisations, whose activities are
directly aimed at overcoming the humanitarian
consequences of armed conflicts and meeting
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the basic needs of the population in the post-
conflict period. Unlike universal and regional
international organisations that carry out com-
prehensive institutional and economic recon-
struction of states, these institutions focus on
specific but critically important areas, without
which it is impossible to create stable conditions
for further reconstruction.

The international legal participation of
specialised and humanitarian organisations in
post-war reconstruction processes is based pri-
marily on the norms of international humani-
tarian law, international human rights law, and
the provisions of special international treaties
that define their mandate, principles of oper-
ation, and scope of authority. It is these legal
foundations that ensure the legitimacy of hu-
manitarian aid and establish the framework
for interaction between such organisations and
states that have suffered the consequences of
armed conflict.

Within this legal system, the International
Organisation for Migration plays an important
role, working to resolve issues of internal and
external population displacement, the return
of refugees and internally displaced persons,
and their reintegration into post-conflict soci-
eties. Implementing its mandate on the basis
of contractual cooperation mechanisms with
states, the IOM contributes to restoring social
stability and minimising long-term humanitar-
ian risks in post-conflict states [11].

Complementing the migration dimension of
post-conflict reconstruction, the World Health
Organisation focuses on rebuilding health sys-
tems, ensuring access to health services for
the population, and responding to the threat
of infectious disease outbreaks in post-conflict
settings. The WHO’s international legal man-
date allows it to coordinate international medi-
cal assistance and set health standards that are
binding on member states, which is crucial for
stabilising the humanitarian situation after the
end of armed conflicts [12].

The International Committee of the Red
Cross occupies a special place among humani-
tarian organisations, with its activities charac-
terised by a specific international legal status
[13]. The ICRC’s mandate derives directly
from the Geneva Conventions and their ad-
ditional protocols, which give this organisation

unique powers to protect victims of armed con-
flicts, monitor compliance with international
humanitarian law, and provide neutral and im-
partial humanitarian assistance in post-conflict
recovery situations [14].

In summary, specialised and humanitarian
international organisations play an indispens-
able role in post-war reconstruction processes,
ensuring a rapid response to the humanitarian
needs of the population and creating the legal
and institutional preconditions for the further
socio-economic and institutional recovery of
states. Their activities organically complement
universal and regional mechanisms of post-
war reconstruction, forming a comprehensive
system of international legal support for post-
conflict recovery.

Ukraine is a prime example of a modern
state in which post-war recovery processes are
carried out with the active, multi-level and in-
stitutionally formalised participation of inter-
national organisations. The specificity of this
process lies in combining immediate response
measures to the humanitarian consequences of
armed conflict with long-term programmes of
institutional, legal and socio-economic recov-
ery. The international legal basis for such par-
ticipation is formed at both the universal and
regional levels and covers the norms of public
international law, international humanitarian
law and international human rights law.

The United Nations and its specialised
agencies play an important role in Ukraine’s
post-war recovery, working to overcome the
humanitarian consequences of the armed con-
flict and strengthen the institutional capacity of
the state. The UN’s participation is implement-
ed through humanitarian aid programmes,
support for internally displaced persons, resto-
ration of critical infrastructure, and promotion
of public administration reform. The interna-
tional legal basis for such activities is provided
by UN General Assembly resolutions, the man-
dates of relevant agencies and programmes,
and bilateral agreements between Ukraine and
UN bodies, which define the conditions, scope
and directions of international assistance.

At the same time, international finan-
cial organisations play a key role in ensuring
Ukraine’s economic stability and preparing
for large-scale post-war reconstruction. Their

297




OOrosopennsa, IMCKYCii, aKTyaJIbHO

participation has a clearly defined internation-
al legal character and is based on loan, grant
and programme agreements that form mutual
obligations between the parties. The provision
of financial and technical assistance is accompa-
nied by requirements for transparency in the
use of funds, the introduction of anti-corrup-
tion mechanisms and the implementation of
structural reforms, which indicates a combina-
tion of financial support with legal and institu-
tional conditions for recovery [15].

The European Union plays a special role in
Ukraine’s post-war recovery, with its involve-
ment being comprehensive and systematic. It
is based on the provisions of the Association
Agreement between Ukraine and the EU, as
well as on Ukraine’s status as a candidate coun-
try for accession to the European Union. This
means that reconstruction is focused not only
on economic reconstruction, but also on deep
legal and institutional transformation, particu-
larly in the areas of the rule of law, judicial re-
form, public administration and human rights
protection. Thus, Ukraine’s post-war recovery
in cooperation with the EU takes on the char-
acter of legal integration that goes beyond tra-
ditional donor assistance.

At the same time, Ukraine’s experience
reveals a number of international legal issues
related to the implementation of post-war re-
construction. These include the fragmentation
of the mandates of international organisations,
the complexity of coordinating donor assis-
tance and the need for a clear division of re-
sponsibilities between international actors and
national authorities. This highlights the need
to improve international legal coordination
mechanisms that would ensure the leading role
of the state in determining reconstruction pri-
orities and integrating international assistance
into national development strategies [16].

Thus, the participation of international or-
ganisations in Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction
is comprehensive and legally structured, demon-
strating the evolution of international approaches
to post-conflict reconstruction. The Ukrainian
case study illustrates the formation of a model in
which international legal support mechanisms
are combined with processes of profound legal
and institutional transformation of the state.
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Conclusions

The international legal basis for the par-
ticipation of international organisations in
post-war reconstruction processes is formed
on the basis of a combination of universal
principles of international law, the founding
acts of international organisations and con-
tractual mechanisms for cooperation with
recipient states. Such participation is com-
prehensive in nature and covers financial,
institutional, humanitarian and legal dimen-
sions.

An analysis of the activities of individual in-
ternational organisations shows that there is no
single universal mechanism for post-war recon-
struction, which leads to a variety of models of
participation by international actors and makes
effectiveness dependent on the political will of
states and the level of inter-institutional coor-
dination.

Ukraine’s experience demonstrates both
the significant potential of international organ-
isations in post-war reconstruction processes
and the need for further development of inter-
national legal standards aimed at ensuring co-
ordinated action, respect for state sovereignty
and effective protection of human rights in the
post-conflict period.
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IIOBOECHHE BITHOBAEHHA

AEPJKAB Y CYUACHOMY
MIDKHAPOZHOMY ITPABI: POAD
MI)XHAPOZHHUX OPTAHI3AIIIM TA
JAOCBI/J YKPAITHU

CraTTa HpHUCBAYEHA KOMIIACKCHOMY aHa-
Al3y TIOBOEHHOTO BIJHOBAEHHA /Jep:KaB y Cy-
JaCHOMY MIKHApPOAHOMY IIPaBl 3 aKIIEHTOM Ha
POABb MIKHAPOJHHUX Oprasisamniii ta 0cobAm-
BOCTI peanisamii BIAIOBIAHHUX MIXHAPOAHO-
IPABOBHX MEXAHI3MIB Ha NMPHUKAAAL YKpaiHH.
O6rpyHTOBYETBCA, IO IOBOEHHE BIAHOBACHHS
BHIIIIAO 32 M€3KI TPAAUIIIHHOTO 'yMaHITapHOTO
pearyBaHHs Ta HaOyAO CHCTEMHOTO XapaKTepy,
MOE/HYIOUH 6E3IEeKOB, IHCTUTYIIiiHI, COIllanb-

HO-€KOHOMIYHI i PaBO3aXHUCHI EAEMEHTH.
Y craTTi PO3KPHUTO MIKHAPO/JHO-IIPABOBI
3acaJ¥y y4acTl yHIBEPCAABHUX, PETIOHAABHHX,
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PIHAHCOBUX, CHEIIANI30BAHUX 1 T'YMAHITAPHHUX
MIKHAPOJAHUX OpTaHi3aIiii y mporecax IIo-
CTKOHPAIKTHOI  Big6ysoBu. Ilpoananizosano
MaHJaTH Ta TPaKTHKy JAisfabpHOCTI Opranisa-
nii O6’egnanux Hamiii, MixkHapoAHUX (iHAH-
COBHX oOprasisaiiii, €ppormeiicbkoro Coloay,
Pagu €Bpomnu, a TakoX CHENIaAI30BAHHX 1 I'y-
MaHITAPHUX IHCTUTYIIH y KOHTEKCTI (popmy-
BAaHHS KOMIIAEKCHHX MOJEA€H IIOBOEHHOIO
BigHOBAEHHA. IToKasaHo, 1Mo y4acTh 3a3Hadve-
HUX CYO'€KTIB IPYHTYETbCA Ha IOAOKEHHAX
iX yCTAaHOBYHX aKTIiB, CIIEIIIaABHUX MaHJaTax,
pIIEHHAX MIKHAPO/JHHUX OpraHiB Ta JOTOBIp-
HUX MeXaHi3MaX CHIBIIpaIli 3 Jgep:KaBaMH, AKI
3a3HAAM HACAIAKIB 30pOHHUX KOHPAIKTIB.
OcobAHBY yBary nNpH/IA€HO €BOAIOII MiK-
HAapOJAHO-IPABOBUX MIAXOJIB /O IOBOEHHOI
BiZ0yZ0BHM — BiJ MEPEBAKHO I'yMaHITApHOI J0O-
IIOMOTH /JO IHTETPOBAHHX MO/JEAeH, o 0XO-
IIAIOIOTH BIJHOBAEHHS J€P/KaBHUX IHCTUTYIIIM,
3abe3nieueHHA BEPXOBEHCTBA IIPaBa, EKOHOMIY-
Hy cTabiAi3aliiio Ta 3axXucT npas AoguHHA. Ha
OCHOB1 aHAAI3y MIKHAPOAHOI IPAKTHUKU BHUAB-
A€HO MPOOGAEMHI aCITEKTH yJacTi MIKHAPO/JHUX
opraHisariii, 3okpema pparMeHTapHICTh MaH-

OOroBopenHs, IMCKYCil, AKTYAIbHO

AAaTiB, CKAQAHICTb KOOpPAHWHAILIl MIX PI3HUMH
MIKHapPOAHUMH Cy6’€KTaMH, a TaKOK HEoOXiJ-
HICTb 3a0e3nedeHHa 6araHCy MIK MUKHApoOJ-
HOIO JOTIOMOTOIO Ta JOTPUMAHHAM IPHUHITUITY
A€PKABHOTO CyBEPEHITETY.

OkpeMuii po3gin ITPUCBAYEHO JOCAIAKEH-
HIO OCOOAMBOCTEH y4YacTi MIKHApO/JHHUX opra-
Hi3aIllil y MOBOEHHOMY BI/JHOBA€HHI YKpaiHH.
ITokazaHo, MmO yKpalHCBKHII AOCBlA XapakTe-
PHU3YETHCS MOEAHAHHAM 3aX0/1B HETAHHOTO T'y-
MAHITApPHOI'O pearyBaHHA 3 JOBIOCTPOKOBUMU
MpOrpaMaMH IPaBOBOi, IHCTHTYINHOI Ta COIIi-
aABHO-€KOHOMIYHOI TpaHcpopMaliii, 3okpema y
KOHTEKCTI €Bporeiicbkoi inTerparii. 3pobaeHo
BHCHOBOK, IIIO YKPATHCBKHII KeHC CBIAYUTH IIPO
$opMyBaHHA HOBOI MOJEAlI ITOBOEHHOTO BiJ-
HOBAEHH{, SIKA IOTPeOYE MOJAABIIOTO PO3BH-
TKY Y3TO/KE€HHX MIKHApPOJHO-IIPABOBUX CTaH-
AapTIB 1 MEXaHI3MIB iX IMIIA€MEHTail y Hallio-
HAABHHX ITPABOBUX CHCTEMAX.

KAouoBi cAOBa: IIOBOEHHE BIJHOBAEHHS,
MIKHApOJHI OpraHisalii, MiXKHapoJHe IIpa-
BO, IOCTKOH(}AIKTHA BigbygoBa, Opranisamis
O6’eanannx Hamiii, €sponeiicbknii  Coros,
YKkpaina.
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